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The National Voluntary Laboratory 

Accreditation Program (NVLAP)

Â A process for accreditation of testing and calibration 

laboratories

Â Established in 1976

Â Procedures set out in the U.S.Code of Federal 

Regulations (Part 285, Title 15)

Â Linked to NIST measurement research

Â Based on ISO/IEC standards

Â Available to any qualifying laboratory



The National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation 

Program (NVLAP) Mission Statement

Â To deliver high quality, value-driven accreditation services to 

testing and calibration laboratories by:

Â meeting or exceeding customer expectations;

Â operating to globally accepted requirements for accreditation 

bodies;

Â promoting world-wide acceptance of test and calibration results 

of NVLAP-accredited laboratories; and

Â pursuing organizational and technical excellence.





NVLAP programs support several federal 

agency programs

Å U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and the Environmental Protection 
Agencyõs (EPA) Energy Star Program; 

Å DOEõs Nuclear Weapons Program; the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) programs for commercial grade calibration services and testing of 
personnel dosimetry performance; 

Å National Information Assurance Partnership (NIAP), a partnership 
between NIST and the National Security Agency (NSA), for testing 
encryption/decryptionproducts that ensure information security; 

Å Federal Communications Commissionõs (FCC) implementation of Part 15 
requirements and its designation responsibilities in support of various 
Mutual Recognition Arrangements covering telecommunications and 
electromagnetic compatibility testing; 

Å Department of the Navy (DON) for electromagnetic compatibility 
testing; and 

Å Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for testing of 
wood based products and carpet and carpet cushions



Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) for 

testing for asbestos in public schools; and the

Help America Vote Act for the testing of  voting machines

NVLAP also operates two programs 

mandated by Congress



The National Voluntary Laboratory 

Accreditation Program (NVLAP)

Â Fee supported program

Â Accreditation offered in 16fields of testing; 8 fields of 

calibration, covering 90 parameters.

Â Our labs are located in North America and Asia Pacific

Â Nearly 800 testing and calibration laboratories

ÂLaboratory accreditation is renewed annually

ÂOn-site assessment is performed every other year


